
















Pungmul buk introduced by the master 
Lim, Ung-su

DETAIL INFORMATION VIEW

Profile Interview Listen to music

Q. Please introduce the kinds of buks and the pungmul buk.

There are many different kinds of drums. As you may know, the wae buk is played for Buddhist dances. There are 

also the ‘ogomu’, ‘samgomu’, modeum buk, and sori buk used for pansori. Today, I’d like to introduce the pungmul 

buk (also called ‘nongak buk’ - a drum performed in farming or rural areas for amusement) and that provides a beat 

to nongyo (a song sung in farming or rural areas), minyo (a folk song) or nongak. Nowadays, the pungmul buk (non-

gak buk), which is right in front of me here, is used for samulnori (a traditional Korean percussion quartet). 

Q. What are some characteristics of the pungmul buk?

You can play this buk while you are sitting, but since you may also need to sling it over your shoulder to play it 

standing, it has to be light. For this reason, the body is made up of royal paulownia tree or pine tree, and for the 

leather part, bullhide or horsehide is used. Thus, it makes a magnificent sound, and, at the same time, it is light when 

you sling it over your shoulder. The buk (drum) does not project such small and various tunes as those being made 

by the janggu (a double-headed drum with a narrow middle section) or the kkwaenggwari (a small gong). So to 

speak, the tune of the buk corresponds to the base like in western musical instruments. Since the buk doesn’t project 

small and various tunes, it proves its real worth only when a heavy sound is needed. 

Q. For those of you who wish to learn pungmul buk

For beginners, while the daegeum (sort of a big-sized flute) and the danso (a short bamboo flute) are considered 

hard instruments to learn and play, the buk is believed to be an easier instrument to learn for both children and adults 

since its sounds are easier to produce. However, if you actually wish to play the buk, certain skill will need to be 

developed through the combination of proper strength of shoulder, arm, wrist, and even the tips of the fingers. For 

beginners, they should keep in mind that  properly breathing is the most important. When properly breathing while 

moving arms, wrists, finger tips, and the shoulders, the most clear sound can be made.

Q. What is the attractiveness of the pungmul buk?

Just like other performers, once you play together with a kkwaenggwari, jing and janggu in nongak, you will forget 

about all troubles while listening to the sounds mingling with the buk. You may even fall into a trance. Relying on 

various tunes, I can enjoy enough a range of feelings from relaxation to being excited. In this sense, I think the di-

verse emotions can be expressed through the buk sound.
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‘Deong-Deo-Kkung garak’, played by the Pungmul buk master Lim, Ung-su



DETAIL INFORMATION VIEW

Basic posture of playing the buk



DETAIL INFORMATION VIEW

How to play the buk

Sori buk      The sori buk makes use of  the 5 different areas 

the ‘Gung-pyeon,’ ‘Chae-gung,’ ‘Maehwajeom,’ ‘On-gak,’ 

and ‘Ban-gak-jari’ when drumming to produce a variety of tones.

Pungmul buk      The pungmul buk is widely 

used for such music as nongak (pungmulgut), samulnori 

(a traditional Korean percussion quartet), or buk dance 

music. Different from the sori buk, the pungmul buk 

can be carried or slung over a performer’s shoulder.



DETAIL INFORMATION VIEW

How to play the buk

The sitting position differs, depending on the performer. In the case of sori buk master Park, Geun-young, he 

prefers to sit with his left foot under his right thigh. Correct, upright, and comfortable is the basic posture, and 

most of all, the back should be straightened upright.
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Basic posture of 
‘Gung-son’ and 
‘Chae-son’

The way of playing 
with ‘Gung-son’

Playing the ‘Hab’

Playing style 
of beating the 

area ‘Ban-gak’, 
‘Maehwajeom’, 

or ‘Gak’ with 
‘Chae-son’
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How to play the buk

When it comes to the basic posture of both hands, the thumb of the left hand (called ‘Gung-son’) should be 

in contact with the edge of the ‘Gung-pyeon (left-side of the buk)’. Move the arm, while relaxing the shoulders 

and the arms. The right hand (called ‘Chae-son’) is placed on the knee of the right leg, with the ‘buk-chae (drum 

stick)’ within the width of the body.
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With the thumb of the left hand (called ‘Gung-son’) in contact with the edge of the ‘Gung-pyeon (left-side of the 

buk)’, move the arm, relaxing the shoulders and the arms. To note, it is important to rest the hand and keep the 

thumb in contact with the buk all the time.
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DETAIL INFORMATION VIEW

How to play the buk

The playing style of ‘Hab’ is to quickly hit the left side (‘Gung-pyeon’) of a buk first and then hit the middle of 

the right side (‘Chae-gung’) of a buk in rapid sequence so that it sounds like one beat. To note, be careful to not 

move either arm too much; rather, keep both arms close to each side of the buk.
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How to play the buk

When beating the ‘Ban-gak’ area (the bent section of the buk body), be careful that the ‘buk-chae (drum stick)’ 

does not hit the top edge of the buk, but rather the bent part instead. Secondly, when beating the area ‘Mae-

hwajeom’, hit with the tip of the ‘buk-chae’ while having the back side of the hand up or the thumb up. Lastly, to 

hit the area ‘Dae-gak’, do so on the external section at the top.
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How to play the buk

The right hand holds a buk stick (‘buk-chae’) with the left foot supporting the buk so that it does not move. Use 

a slight grip when holding a buk stick with the hand and make it naturally touch the buk.
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Simple beat

Rapidly connect 
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Hammer style

Beat the buk on 
both sides
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How to play the buk

This is to just naturally hit a drum with a ‘buk-chae,’ without any special technique. Sitting position

Simple beat

Rapidly connect 
two beats

Hammer style

Beat the buk on 
both sides
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How to play the buk

This is a technique of beating the buk twice in rapid sequence. For the first beat, hit the drum very slightly and 

shortly, and immediately hit the second beat a little longer and stronger than the previous one.
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Rapidly connect 
two beats

Hammer style
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How to play the buk

This action of this beat looks like hammering a nail on the buk. Hit a buk with the drum stick (‘Chae’) laid on the 

side for the first beat. For the next beat, hit the buk with the tip of the drum stick to change the tone.

Sitting position
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Rapidly connect 
two beats

Hammer style

Beat the buk on 
both sides
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How to play the buk

This is a technique of beating the buk with a drum stick in each hand. This style is mostly used for a ‘Jindo buk’ 

dance, or for nongak in some areas of the Gyeongsang province. Within this style, more diverse melodies can 

be created.

Sitting position

Simple beat

Rapidly connect 
two beats

Hammer style

Beat the buk on 
both sides
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EXPERIENCE BUK

Play the Buk

JUNGMORI RHYTHM

Tap to the Buk

GUNG-PYEON BAN-GAK CHAE-PYEON

GUNG-PYEON

BAN-GAK

CHAE-PYEON



Appreciate Music

EXPERIENCE BUK

Sori Buk - Accompaniment for Pansori

Jeoksung-ga
‘Chunhyang-ga’ played 

by Park, Bong-sul

Dowon-gyeol-ui
‘Jeokbeok-ga’ played 

by Kim, Il-gu



Viewing of 
exhibition

National Gugak Center

National Gugak Museum

Incheon International Airport

Gisan Gugak Hall

Traditional Korea Sori Arts Center of Jeollabuk-do

 Make an 
instrument

Korean Traditional Crafts & Architecture School

Nangye Gugak Experience Hall

Experience 
instrument

Korean Traditional Performing Arts Culture School

National Theater of Korea

'Han-ullim' Samulnori School

Field Experience

EXPERIENCE BUK



Field Experience

EXPERIENCE BUK

Permanent stage on Saturdays, 
in National Gugak Center

This stage is open for performances on Saturdays and 

all year from January to December. This is a permanent 

stage made by the National Gugak Center, where you 

can appreciate representative Korean traditional dance, 

songs, and musical instrument performances in one 

place. In addition, you can see artistic talents listed on 

the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. The stage 

performances are usually 80 minutes long, with en-

trance given to those who are school-age children or 

older. For more detailed information, including possible 

discounts or packages, please call 02-580-3300. www.

gugak.go.kr.

700, Seocho 3-dong, 
Seocho-gu, Seoul, Korea



Field Experience

EXPERIENCE BUK

The National Gugak Museum, 
Musical Instrument Gallery

The National Gugak Museum, which is located inside 

the National Gugak Center in Seocho-Gu, Seoul, has a 

room called the 'Origin of Korean Music.’ Here, you can 

see diverse relics, clay figures, and old instruments ex-

cavated in ancient times dating back to the Silla period. 

Also, on one side of the room, there is a small space 

which shows scenes of a gayageum manufacturing 

workroom. In addition, another room called the ‘Music 

of the Common’ displays instruments, and yet another 

room called the ‘Music of Sejong the Great’ exhibits the 

whole manufacturing process of pyungyung (a kind of 

traditional percussion made of stones). For more de-

tailed information, please visit the homepage of the Na-

tional Gugak Center at www.gugak.go.kr.

700, Seocho 3-dong, 
Seocho-gu, Seoul, Korea



Field Experience

EXPERIENCE BUK

Gugak permanent stage, 
in Incheon International Airport

The Incheon International Airport offers Gugak perfor-

mances all year round. If you visit the Korean Traditional 

Culture Center (located in the passenger terminal, duty-

free Area 3F, the east or west side - 2 spots & con-

course 3F, the middle-west side - 1 spot), you can enjoy 

Gugak performance of Korean traditional music and folk 

music. In addition, on the Korean Culture Street (located 

in the passenger terminal 4F), you can also appreciate 

creative music. For more detailed information, including 

performance schedules, call 032-743-0357 (the Korean 

Traditional Culture Center), or 032-741-3423 (the Ko-

rean Culture Street). http://www.airport.kr

2851, Unseo-dong, Jung-gu, 
Incheon, Korea



Field Experience

EXPERIENCE BUK

Short-term course for the general public, by the 
Korean Traditional Crafts & Architecture School

Located near the Samsung Subway Station in Seoul, 

the Korea Cultural Heritage Foundation gives students 

opportunities to learn how to make Korean musical 

instruments in person from experienced musical in-

strument masters. With regards to course enrolment, 

participants are limited to about 15 people. An updated 

recruiting schedule is displayed on this homepage 

(www.kous.or.kr), or you may call or visit in person for 

more information. For more detailed information, call 

02-3011-1702/1788.

944-22, Daechi 2-dong, 
Gangnam-gu, Seoul, Korea



Field Experience

EXPERIENCE BUK

Nangye Gugak Experience Hall

Located in Yeongdong-gun, Chungbuk province, this 

hall has reproduced workrooms for string and percus-

sion instruments, where you can also experience play-

ing diverse instruments. Furthermore, if you visit the 

'Nangye Gugak Instrument Manufacturing Village' or 

'Nangye Gugak Museum' which is located near the hall, 

you can also see various traditional Korean music in-

struments, as well as the whole manufacturing process. 

For more information, please visit www.nangyekukak.

com.

521-1, Godang-ri, 
Simcheon-myeon, 

Yeongdong-gun, Chungcheongbuk-do, 
Korea




